
Public Health and Public Private 
Partnerships

Thomas L. Hearn, PhD
Associate Director for Laboratory Systems

Division of Public Health Partnerships
National Center for Health Marketing

Coordinating Center for Health Information and Services
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

CLIA Advisory Committee Meeting
February 18, 2005
Atlanta, GA



ACCUTEST, INC.
Advanced Medical Technology 
Association (AdvaMed)
Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality (AHRQ) 
American Academy of Dermatology 
(AAD)
American Academy of Family 
Physicians (AAFP)
American Association of Bioanalysts 
(AAB) 
American Association of Blood 
Banks (AABB)   
American Association for Clinical 
Chemistry (AACC)
American Association of Physician 
Offices and Laboratories (AAPOL)
American Association for 
Respiratory Care (AARC)
American Clinical Laboratory 
Association (ACLA)
American College of Medical Quality 
(ACMQ)
American College of Physicians 
(ACP)
American College of Preventive 
Medicine (ACPM)
America’s Health Insurance Plans 
(AHIP)
American Medical Association (AMA) 
American Osteopathic Association 
(AOA)
American Proficiency Institute (API) 
Association of Public Health 
Laboratories (APHL) 

Association of Schools of Public 
Health (ASPH) 
Association of Teachers of 
Preventive Medicine (ATPM)
American Society for Clinical 
Laboratory Science (ASCLS)
American Society for Clinical 
Pathology (ASCP) 
American Society for Cytopathology 
(ASC)
American Society of Cytotechnology 
(ASCT) 
American Society for Healthcare 
Risk Management (ASHRM)
American Society for Hematology 
(ASH)
American Society for 
Histocompatibility and 
Immunogenetics (ASHI)
American Society for Microbiology 
(ASM)
American Society for Quality (ASQ)
American Society for Reproductive 
Medicine (ASRM)
Arkansas Department of Health 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
(AFIP) 
Association of Public Health 
Laboratories (APHL)
Australia National Serology 
Reference Laboratory (NRL) 
BioClinical Partners Inc
Caribbean Regional Epidemiology 
Center (CAREC) 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) 
National Center On Birth Defects 
and Developmental Disabilities 
(NCBDDD) 

National Center for Chronic Disease 
Prevention and Health Promotion 
(NCCDPHP) 
National Center for Environmental 
Health (NCEH) National Center for 
Infectious Disease (NCID)
National Center for HIV, STD, and 
TB Prevention (NCHSTP) 
National Immunization Program 
(NIP) 
Office of the Director (OD)
Office of Global Health (OGH)
California Thoracic Society (CTS)
Clinical Laboratory Improvement 
Advisory Committee (CLIAC)
Clinical Laboratory Management 
Association (CLMA) 
College of American Pathologists 
(CAP)
Commission on Office Laboratory 
Accreditation  (COLA)
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Connecticut Department of Public 
Health 
Constella Group 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) Dartmouth College
Duke University
Dyncorp
External Comparative Evaluation for 
Laboratories (EXCEL) 
Federation of American Hospitals 
(FAH)
Nebraska Department of Health 

and Human Services 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
Health Industry Device Association 
(HIDA)
Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) 
International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO)
Instituto Nacional Diagnostico y 
Referencia Epidemiologicos (INDRE) 
International Union Against 
Tuberculosis and Lung Disease 
(IUATLD)
Iowa Department of Public Health 
Joint Commission on Accreditation 
of Healthcare Organizations  
(JCAHO) 
March of Dimes 
Maryland Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene 
Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health 
Medical Laboratory Evaluation 
Program (MLE)
Michigan Department of Community 
Health 
Minnesota Department of Health 
Mt. Sinai School of Medicine
National Academy of Clinical 
Biochemistry (NACB)
National Committee for Clinical 
Laboratory Standardization (NCCLS)
National Committee for Quality 
Assurance (NCQA)
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
National Quality Forum (NQF)
National Society for Histotechnology 
(NSH)

New Jersey Department of Health 
and Senior Services 
New York State Department of 
Health
North Dakota Department of Health 
Organization for Cooperation and 
Economic Development (OCED)
Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO) 
Puerto Rico Department of Health
Research Triangle Institute (RTI)
Rhode Island Department of Health 
San Diego State University (SDSU)
Society for Assisted Reproductive 
Technology (SART) 
Society of General Internal Medicine 
(SGIM)
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA)
Tulane University
University of California, Los Angeles

(UCLA)
University of Medicine and Dentistry 
of New Jersey (UMDNJ)
University of Washington 
Washington State Department of 
Health
Westat, Inc.
Wisconsin Department of Health 
and Family Services 
Wisconsin State Laboratory of 
Hygiene
World Bank 
World Health Organization (WHO)
Zimbabwe National Quality 
Assurance Program (ZINQAP)
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Why do we need 
partnerships?

• Identify problems
• Identify the customers and providers 
• Learn what has and has not worked
• Develop roles and responsibilities
• Leverage efforts
• Get solutions to where the problems are
• Measure outcomes and effectiveness
• COMMUNICATION



Successful Partnerships 
Require 

• Understanding roles and “business” models
• Developing a working relationship
• Identifying common interests
• Determining value
• Developing trust
• Commitment to common goals



Types of Partnerships

• Exchange of information
Attendance at professional meetings

• Non funded collaborations
Standards setting activities
IQLM
CLIAC

• Funded collaborations



Funded Collaborations

• Laboratory health systems and services research
College of American Pathologists

o Assessment of Best Practices for Standardized Quality Assurance 
Activities in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine 

University of Pittsburgh
o Quality Assurance Activities in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine

RAND Corporation
o Evaluation of HIV Rapid Testing in the US

Wadsworth Center and Mount Sinai School of Medicine
o Genetic Testing Integration Into Clinical and Public Health Practice

National Quality Forum
o Establishing the IQLM as a private non profit organization



Funded Collaborations

• Public health capacity building and emergency 
preparedness

Association of Public Health Laboratories
University of Washington and Michigan Department of 
Community Health

o National Integrated Laboratory System

American Society for Clinical Pathology
o Enhancing Testing Practices in the Clinical Laboratory
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